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Becent work by the Royal Commission on the

Historicd Monuments

of

England (RCHME)

has shown how a broad perspective can artse

from emergency recording

of

threatened
structures in a way that significantly advances
understanding The work of RCHME's Emet
gency Recording Sectton was last reviewed in

AIA Bulletin 174 in 1990 Thts article descrlbes some of the latest rescue proiects

which are helping to promote more complete
knowledge of our industrial past
RCHME's Emergency Recording Section's work
with industrial recording is continuing across

England. lts value was clearly demonstrated

with the publication

of an

entire issue
No

lndustrial Archaeology Review (Vol XVI

of
1)

devoted to the Sectlon's recording of textile

mills. This showed how the natlonal perspective
provided by the emergency recording pro-

this work has recently been publlshed in

gramme could be utilised to produce significant
works
synthesis from one-off recording
projects Encouraged by the success of its work
on textile mills RCHME is keen to ldentify topics
on which to concentrate in the immediate future
These include the buildings of the brewing
industry, buildings relating to the early development of power supplies, buildings of the coal

A common factor of these themes is that
they require the study of large numbers of sites
in different parts of the country, many of which

industry, fenland drainage, the production of oil
from coal, railway engineering works and associated settlements, the shlpbuilding industry,
and waterfront buildings generally, The collapse
of the coal industry has led to an accelerated
programme of coliiery recording, and some of

need to develop recording methodologies which
are specifically tailored to these bulldlng types.

of

a

synthesis as lmages of lndustry: Coal (1994)

increasingly are liable to alteration or demolition.

They are also the subject of widespread inter-

est, often spanning several academic disciplines. However, existlng published information
rarely deals specifically with the buildings themselves, Hence RCHME staff feel that there is a

A

selective list

of

recently recorded sites

shows their variety and significance, The emergency recording of the Derby Railway Works, in
good
advance of selective demolition, ls
example of the relevance of this work This large

a

complex, dating from 1839-40 originally lncluded locomotive, carriage and wagon works,
running sheds and ancillary structures, and is
the earliest substantially intact example of the
first generation of railway works. lts recording

not only has provided valuable

comparative
material to enhance understanding of the Commission's work at the Swindon Works, but also
has resulted in many of the earliest, unprotected
buildings being Listed Grade ll-

Bullding upon the Commission's previous
work on the textile industry, especially in areas
outside those covered in the three recent
RCHME publications, the Section is continuing

to uncover significant reglonal variations in

the

development of the textile mill A recent example

is Otterburn Mill in Northumberland, a

water-

powered fulling (and possibly scribbling) mlll
dating from the 1820s, with an unusually complete survival of ancillary structures. At Bradford-on-Avon in Wiltshire, RCHME is working in
cooperation with the local authority and a development company in a survey and assessment of

three integrated woollen mill complexes,

An

even larger integrated woollen mill complex has

been recorded at Tonedale Mills, Wellington,
Somerset. This remarkably well-preserved site,
ranging in date from the late eighteenth to the
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mid twentieth century, is of a scale commensurate with the largest northern mills. Not only was
this site of regional importance in its own right,
but its effect on the development of the town of
Wellington was considerable, including the construction of housing for the workers and even
the operation of the local bank.

Other sites of particular interest include: in
central Manchester an important group of late
eighteenth-century workers' houses on Bradlev
Street and Lever Street, which incorporated a
remarkably unaltered series of cellar dwellings;
the Parish Church of St Thomas, Dudley, which
includes a cast-iron roof structure datino from
1817; a cast and wrought iron roof of"a as
retort house oI c1824 in Birmingham; an en ne
balancing shed in Swindon; the disused GWR
Low Level Station in Wolverhampton; and earlv
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car factories of the Clement-Talbot Comoanv in
Wolverhampton and London.

One emergency recording project has already been formalised. A series of inter-related
surveys of historic buildings and landscapes of
the Thames Estuary is being co-ordinated from
the London office. This work will inform planning
and development in the area that the Government has designated the East Thames Corridor.
A prellminary report, Ihe East Thames Corridor Records of the Historic Environment: A Synopsis
and Prospectus, has been published, This is an
account of existing records for the area with an
assessment of priorities for new recording. The
survey work that has arisen includes new photography of numerous Thames-side sites, from
the river and the air as well as on land. Selected
recording of posfmedieval defences and salt
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workings has been carried out, together with
rapld surveys of the Royal Arsenal, Woolwich,
and the historic core of Sheerness, to be followed up with selective intensive survey at both
sites. Finally, a thematic study has been made
of monuments associated with the generation of
electric power in the area. Further information on

this project is available from Peter

Guillery
071 e73 3080).
Additional information about the work of the
Emergency Recording Section can be obtained
from Allan Brodie at Swindon
0793 414100

(a

(t

exI 220) or Robert Hook at York

(8

0904

784411 ext 221). General industrial archaeologi-

cal enquiries should be directed to Keith Falconer, RCHME Head of Industrial Archaeology,
at Salisbury

(Z

0722

328091)
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