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Bulletin 19.3 last year, David Alderton

reoorted the initiation of the Index Record for
Industrial Sites (lRlS) project with the appointment of myself as AIA Sites and Monuments
Officer and Julie Williams as Research Assistant. Considerable progress has been made
since then. The lRlS form was 'launched' at the
AIA working weekend in April. The accompanying AIA handbook, Recording the lndustrial

Heritage has been printed. Copies

contribute to the enhancement of the
'existing records in county Sites and Monuments Records and the National Monuments
Record, where industrial archaeology is, at the

to

lRlS: AN UPDATE

of

the

handbook and lRlS form, together with a
'Summary form' for tracking progress, and a
handout describing the anticipated procedure

for anyone working with lRlS, have now been
circulated to affiliated societies and Sites and
Monuments Records (SMRs). What happens
next? Before launching into that, perhaps it is
worth recapping on the role of lRlS.
As stated in the handbook. the aim of lRlS is

present time, significantly under-represented'.
The lRlS form has therefore been designed as

the basis for recording the existence
nature

of

and

industrial period buildings and

archaeological sites. lt is currently restricted to
England, reflecting its funding from the Department of National Heritage. The form is intended

for use by

volunteers, particularly

of

the

Association's affiliated societies, but also by
anyone willing and able to take part. Completed forms will be oassed to local SMRs, the AIA
Sites and Monuments Officer and the National
Monuments Record (NMR).
The NMR is the national register for information on historic structures, monuments and
landscapes, including those relevant to industrial archaeology SMRs provide more detailed

PRESSURE ON PORT SUNLIGHT 2
Pfans for Port Sunlight's Pool Bank housing estate (reported in Bulbfin 19.3) have

be€n conditionally approved after a local inquiry. In a detail€d report, the
inspector said that the proposed infll development would €nhance th€ character
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local registers for research and planning
purposes. The importance of the latter was
stressed in the government's Planning Policy
Guidance 16: Archaeology and Planning (PPG
16). However, due to the limited number of
industrial archaeological sites currently in the
SMRs and NMR, the system outlined in PPG 16
is failing to protect many sites. lt is therefore

that the imbalance is quickly
redressed. Several moves are cunently being
made to rectify the situation. In 1990, the Royal
Commission on the Historical Monuments of
England announced its intention to enhance
the National Archaeological Record (part of the
essential

NMR)

by

including sites

up to 1945-the

previous cut-off date was 1714. Subsequent
RCHME programmes of 'rapid survey' have

been and are currently being, canied out.
Within its Monuments Protection Programme
(MPP), English Heritage is also in the early
stages of reviewing the country's stock of sites

of the area. lt would provide a finished appearance to the €xisting housing block,
while not unacc€ptably reducing the total amount of open spac€ in th€ village.
The above 1914 plan shows th€ proposed development sit€, the Foot Ball Ground
indicated by cross hatching.
Pott Sunlight Hefitslge C6nte

For each society, it is hoped that an initial
meeting can be set up with their county SMR

conferences. The end oroduct of all this effort
will hopefully be direct contact with interested
parties. With this established, it is anticipated

lNlTlAL MEETING: SOCIETY/AlA/SMR

officer and the AIA Sites and Monuments
Otficer. This meeting should aim to cover items
such as appointing
society coordinator,
identifying individual compilers, establishing the

that, for each society using lRlS, the procedure

in the flow

summarised

diaoram

will

a

be

followed.
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Flow diagram showing the anticipated proceedure
for each society involved in completing lRlS forms.

to industry for the purposes of selecting monuments for statutory protection under
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existing legislation.
The AIA's Sites and Monuments lnitiative for
England
aimed
contributing
this
enhencement of national and county registers
by making use of the knowledge and expertise

is
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of volunteer groups and local societies.
lRlS form has been designed

to
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The

encourage

links between local societies and SMRS and to
provide a standard lormat lor passing information about industrial sites to the SMRs. the AlA,
and the NMR.
The intention is that the form be completed
by volunteers ready for input into the relevant
SMR computer system. The lRlS handbook has

been written
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comoletion of the form. This includes a list of

site terms, based on the RCHME's

Hydraulic

own

thesaurus, that allow structured interrogation of
information that will be held on computer. The
AIA also intends to create a central index to the
lRlS data, allowing the AIA to monitor progress,
to comment on the nature of the stock of
industrial remains, and to assess research and
conservation priorities.
What then is next? Having carefully designed
the form and handbook the next steo is to use
them. In the first instance we are concentrating
our limited resources on establishing contacts
and getting paper forms completed and copied
to the local SMR and the AlA. Initial contact
with local societies and county SMRs will be
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through mailings and attendance by the AIA
Sites and Monuments Officer at events such as

the Council for British Archaeology industrial
archaeology panel meetings, SMR working
@Association for lndustrial Archaeology

AFTER BEFORE THE COPPER KI]IG
Bulletin 19.4 canied a story about the discoveries of early mining remains at the Great
Orme Copper Mine. The Bulletin aims to be
topical and varied, succinctly keeping readers
abreast of news. lt is therefore pleasing to see
the mainstream press following our specialist
interests as closely. As issue 19.4 was dropping through members' letterboxes, The lndependent was scooping our lead story with
newer discoveries

The paper reported the discovery of northwest Europe's oldest copper mine known to
date, in County Kerry, south-west lreland, This
is a region well noted for prehistoric metal
mining, with many copper-bronze finds from all

-,

periods of the Bronze Age. Mount Gabriel in
particular, in west Cork, has extensive evidence
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for mining of surface copper beds. Mainly
worked from 1700-15008C, these mines are
preserved in upland blanket peat. However the
new finds have now pushed the date for lrish
mining back to 22008C. A 'Copper Age' can

therefore technically be identified in lreland,
sandwiched between the established Stone
and Bronze Ages.
The Buileiln article on the Great Orme Mines

has also attracted some comment

Status

L/S/ C/ N

which

should be passed on to readers. This is that in
describing current events at the Great Orme,
insufiicient attention had been given to pioneer

ing prior work at the site. lt should be
acknowledged that the prime mover behind

modern exploration of the Great Orme's many
copper mines has been Duncan James. From
the early 1970s, with colleagues, he explored,

cleared and mapped extensive workings. Early
in 1976 he found tools and geological evidence
to suggest a Bronze Age date. Invited to
present his findings to the Wales group of the

Council

for

British Archaeology,

his

photo-

graphs clearly showed mining spoil entombed
below some thirty centimetres of solid stalagmite. Extensive fire-setting was also found to
have been used in the hard rock mine, but iron
tool marks were absent. This, James argued,

was sufiicient evidence in itself for

a

pre-

Roman date.

Unwilling to submit any bone tool finds to
destructive radio-carbon dating, James painstakingly collected fire setting deposits over the

nerit few years. The resulting single-sample
analysis in 1985 confirmed his argument for a
Bronze Age date for the Great Orme mine.
Paul Sillitoe

current content of the SMR and agreeing a
course of action. Individual compilers will then
bomplete lRlS forms, refening to the handbook
for guidance, and using Summary forms to
record progress. At intervals to be agreed upon
by each society and SMR, it is anticipated that

the society and the SMR officer will hold liaison
meetings, at which society members will be

able to check each other's forms and pass
these across to the SMR. The AIA Sites and
Monuments Ofiicer would exoect to receive
copies of the lRlS and Summary forms within
Bot 5

AIA -

Ind,ex Record for

Industrial Sites
(page

2)

//

four weeks of these meetings.
Some of this work has already taken place. I
have attended three of the CBA panel meet-

ings, (the East Midlands, the North East, and

ol Panels), as well as the SMR
working party for Yorkshire and Humberside. I
have also brieted the North West CBA panel.
The response in all cases has been positive
and is resulting in a steady take-up of lRlS. At
this stage Lincolnshire has provided the best
the Panel

example

of using lRlS with an established

contact between SMR ofiicer and the society,
forms being completed and regular meetings
taking place to examine them.

It is of

course crucial that the work

is

propedy co-ordinated and that the AIA receives
copies of the forms, partly so we can track
progress with the project and report to our

paymasters, but also so that the AIA can gain
ready access to this important set of informa-

tion. To this end we are also creating

a

computer index to the lRlS forms, based on the
information entered on the Summary Forms.
Comouterisation of the full lRlS data is a more
complex issue and the most efficient way of
dealing with this is being discussed with SMRs
and the RCHME. Anyone with an urge to get

involved with computer input of lRlS data
should contact me directly. ln the meantime,
DNH funding is available for the Sites and
Monuments Officer post until March 1995. This
is being provided to allow the process of
establishing contact between local societies
and SMRs, to initiate the use of lRlS, and to
collate the results. Anyone wishing to take part
in the lRlS prolect, and who doesn't want to
wait for a CBA or other meeting, please do
contact me at the address below-the quicker
the progress with lRlS the better. I can be
contacted at High Farm, Upton, Newark, Notts
NG23 5ST.

Finally I would like to express thanks to all
those who helped in the design and testing of
the lRlS form and handbook. In particular I wish
to thank Julie Williams, who completed her
contract with Leicester University for the AIA in
May 1993. In the space of nine months she
worked very hard to put together successfully
the site term word list that forms a vital part of

the lRlS handbook She also played

an

important supportive and critical role in designing the lRlS form and handbook, and completed the formatting of the handbook ready for
printing.
Michael Trueman
To the left, opposite page, is the front of the lRlS
form and on this page, left, is the back, reduced
IRIS FORM ver 2
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PAPER ROOFS
Over the last five years or so three separate
examples of buildings dating from the early
nineteenth century and originally roofed with
paper have been discovered in the vicinity of
Oxford. J C Loudon, the agricultural reformer,

a

of paper as roofing
material in two pamphlets published in 1811 and
1812 and gave a number of other Oxfordshire
examples But he also claimed a far wider
advocated the use

distribution for the material, citing a church in
Dunfermline, farmhouses in Scotland, warehouses at Greenock, Deal, Dover and Canterbury, and factories in Yorkshire and Hertfordsnrre.

My research has confirmed the general
of its widespread use and I have

validity

identified evidence for paper roofs in Greenock,

Moray, Kelso, Linlithgow and Stirlingshire

in

Scotland and Chatham, Dover, Canterbury,
Devon and Northamptonshire in England.
I am in the process of writing up the subject
for oublication and am anxious to know
whether any other examples have survived
elsewhere. The usual clue is a very shallow
pitch to the roof (around 10 degrees). The roof
structure as advocated by Loudon comprised

I

coupled rafters six to ten feet apart joined by
horizontal laths at one foot intervals. Quarterinch boards running from eaves to ridge were
nailed onto the backs of the laths and the roof
was covered with sheets of prepared paper laid
in an overlapping fashion like slates, nailed to
the boards, and then finished with an overall
coat ot pitch, The date span for this technique
seems to be from a6out 1780 to around about
1830. The extant examoles in Oxfordshire can
all be associated with paper mills and it is

fiom their original A4 size.

possible that the neighbourhood of other paper
mills would orovide a fruitful location in the
search for other survivors.
lf anybody knows of any other examples

(either surviving or demolished) | would be
grateful if they would contact me as soon as
possible

at the Department for

Continuing

Education, 1 Wellington Square, Oxford,
2JA

A

OX1

0865 270395.
Dr Malcolm Airs
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