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important items trom his own collection of €ngrneerlng lreasures,
including it€ms by Watt, Trevilhick, Maudslay, Hackworth and lhe
Stephensons. A new lavarory block has been buill to match th€
existanq brick bualdrngs and the coal store is berng convert€d Into a
Bob T!rner, proprietor of 'Brummagem Trip Boais' who runs charter,
opened
educational and public trips from Sherborne Street wharf in Bifm'ngh6m 5,600 sq ft exhibition hall- On Ocrober 26 the new enterprase
its doors as the Brighton and Hove Engineerium. Ths museum is open
has recenrlv tdken oler the lPdse oi lhe Canal Shop dnd Inlormation
everv dav from l0-00 16.30, and some of the engirles are in steam
Cenlre at 2 Kingston Ro\i! near the cent.e of Birm'ngham While
every weekend. The general theme of the display as the development
continuinq lo stock books on canal matters, he proposes to extencl hls
of the reciprocating steam engine; among the items to b€ seen are the
coverage to include natural hittory, railways and all aspects ot
engin€ which {irst generated electrical power for the Crystal Palace,
industrial archaeology. Himself a member of the Association, Bob rs
p
and another generating set which won a prize at the 1889 Paris
oreodred ro ofle, d 1Oo" drscnunl on dlloutchases ol books rnts dnd
Exhibition. To keep alive ihe skills associated with making and
souvenirs to AIA members. The address of the centre is 2 Krngston
236maintaining
such machinery, up to ten apprentices a year will be
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accepted for a comprehensive engineering cours6, combining practical
2U5.
skills in metalwork with an appreciation of the historical torces
shaping the developmenl of engine€ring practice. A six_!\reek course rs
One compensaiion lor the sinking pound is the fact that more and
offer€d, and the first trainees are expected to begin in January 1977.
more overseas visirors are now able to savour at first hand cur wealth
Among their first iobs is the restoration of the 1865 Easton and
ol tourrsl attractions. Among ourselves we may take our industrial
lott during the time the
archaeologacal lreasures {or grantedj but it as not until one meets people And€rson beam engine. parrs of which were
station was disused. Maior benelaclors to dale include the Southern
lrom other European countries and realis€s how much of whar they
Water Aurhority, the Historic Buildings Council and Christie s, who will
once had has been swepl awaY bY war or neglect lhatthe realrsatron
hold rheir rhrice-yearly sales ol er€ineeriog malerial at the Engineerium
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rather than at their London salerooms. Admissionr Adults 4Op.
Renaissance arl; we have incomparably the best rang€ ot sites to offer'
children and oAP 15p. Furrher details from Brighton 102731 559543.
Swan Hollonic Tours, who have lor manv vears ofter€d lavishlv
organised 'speciai inlerests' tours all over the world usually accompanred
South Yorkshire County Council has recentlv open€d as a mus€um the
W well-qualilied quide-lecturers, are now offering a 1o-day tour ol
water-powered cornmill al Worsbrough, south oI BernsleY The present
at
overs€as
archaeology
almed
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andustriai
England and wales devoted
mill building is thought to date from 1625 A Hornsby oil engine of
visitors and prrced al f275. The quide lecturer in this case is Gordon
g1 I has b€en insralled to replace th€ 1gth century sieam engine whrcll
1
Payne, chartered engineer and fuel technologist and author ot 'A Field
supplemented the waler power when the demand lor tlour outstripp€d
Guide lo the Industrial Archaeology of Surrey' to be published shortly
the existing capacity of the mill. An interpretive centre nearbv helps
by Phillimore.
visitors to understand the history and working of the mill. Thore were
more than tour hundred applicants linchding two from Fiiill when
In Bristol the C rty Corporataon is promoting new interim uses lor the
the po$ of curator was advertis€d two yeors ago. and a high standard
City Docks, largely engineered by I K Brunel and Jessop. Among the
has been achieved in restoring the mall from neardorelicrion. A well_
recreatronal uses for which tenders are being anvited is rhe provision
designed A3 leaflet provid€s just enough informarion for the visitor to
oI two Jloaling restaurants, to be housed in historic lhips- One ol the
understand it all as he go€s around, $,ith the aid of excellent artlvork.
sates is In Cumberland Basin, with views of the Clifton Suspension
Bridge, and can accommodate a vessel of up to 'l20 ft long. The other
Watorways Bookshop Ltd. is the name of a new venture d€aling exclusi
site is at lhe end ol St Auoustane'5 Rsach close to where Eush s early
vely in canal literatur€ and aaming to co-ordinate throogh a single
19th century rea warehouse has recently te€n successftrlly converted
channel related service such as painted canal ware, photographs, trips
to house an arl gallery, restaurants and suites ol stnall offices. In thir
and hire boat services and orher faciliti€s at oresent onlv available
cas€ a vessel ot up to 270 ft long is sought- How sad it is to recall that,
from dillerenr sources. An associated enterprise, Canal Bookshop Ltd,
less than 10 years ago, but before the present belated surge ol civac
concern lor lhe historic features of the docks, the White Funnel paddle will deal in second'hand materials. A long lease on the 8WB workshop
ar Claydon on rhe Oxford Canal has been neqotialed, and eight other
sleamet Bristol C)ueen was offered to the Corporation for a similar use
shop sites are under consideration. Further information frrm Michael
but was tov\,Ed away and broken up when rerms could not b€ agreed
Hanlord. 52 Park Srreer.8flsrol 8Sl 5.rN .
tor her use 3s a restaurant.

NEW ENTERPRISES

Waterworks pumping stations continue to offer thems€lves for
convorsions to museums oI workang steam At Hovo the Goldstone
Pumping Station has been und€rgoirE such a metamorphosis during
the past two years. The station was built in 1866 to supply rhe
Brighton drsttrcl wrlh waler' The orrgrnal compoLind rotative beam
engine by Easton and Anderson, installed when the station was built,
stial survives as does a similar ongine bY the same maker installed ten
years lat€r to meet increased demand. Some y€ars ago Brighlon
dorporation relinquished rePonsibality for the station lo lhe Southern
Water Authoriw, Jonathan Minns, a London engineer and consultant
to Christiet on enginoering relics, set about reversing the decline in the
station's condition which inevitably followed the stopping ol the steam
engines. A Grade ll listing was obtained for the building, partly on the
merits of lhe unusual polychrome brick- The 1875 beam engine was
restored lo st€aming order. Having obtained a lease on the building
lrom the Souihern Water Aulhorrty, Mrnns m(wed In a number ol

AVONCROFT MUSEUM'S ANNUAL CONFERENCE
The lvluseum s Annual Weekend Conforonco will be held from 1-3
April 1977 ar North Worcest€rshire Collegs, Eromsgrove. This year's
subject,'English Windmills and Windmillang', i5 particularly appropriate
since th€ official opening of Avoncfolt's own windmill coincides with
the first day oI the conference.
This post mill was rescued from Oanzey Green near Tanworth in Arden
in Warwickshire and has been re-erect€d dnd reslor€d to full working
order al th€ Museum. Wind and w€ather permitring, the mill will b€
ssiled to grind corn during th€ conlerence fo. the first time sinca its
r€storation at Avoncroft Museum, aller sranding idlo and docayrnq lor

