
-

 

 

40
th

 ANNUAL LONG WEEKEND 

29
th

 April to 2
nd

 May 2016 

 CARLISLE 

Industrial Archaeology in Northern Cumbria 

(with optional trip on Settle to Carlisle 
railway) 

 

 

Location: In 2016 we will celebrate 40 years of the Long Weekend and once again we will be exploring a new 

area: Northern Cumbria and the city of Carlisle. A major railway centre since 1846, the city has been home to 
Carr’s Biscuits since 1831 and is currently an important location for Pirelli Tyres. The city and surrounding area is 
rich in industrial history, spanning: 

 primary and extractive industries such as iron and lead mining and quarrying; 

 secondary processing and manufacturing industries, e.g. textiles, foods manufacture, foundries, engineering 
etc. 

 public utilities - gas, electricity, water supply and sewage, communications; 

 transport infrastructure - roads, ports and railways; 

With the assistance of Graham Brooks of the Cumbria Industrial History Society we are already in contact with 
several speakers and guides. As usual our programme will include a number of specially arranged guided visits, as 
well as some sites open to the general public. All MIHS members and friends are welcome on the weekend. The 
programme will be easy paced, interesting and varied, with something for everyone. 

Hotel: Accommodation will be at The Pinegrove Hotel, 262 London Road, Carlisle, Cumbria, CA1 2QS, 

www.pinegrovehotel.co.uk. This is a small family-run hotel occupying the former home of a wine merchant, dating 
from 1873 and containing many original features plus a pleasant garden. All bedrooms are en-suite with baths or 
showers, plus TV and tea/coffee making facilities. Importantly, the hotel has several ground floor rooms. A three-
course dinner with tea/coffee will be provided each evening and we will have a dedicated meeting room. Please 
note: the hotel has NOT been affected by recent floods. 

Visits Programme: Please see overleaf for the outline programme. This is not yet fixed but is indicative of the type 

of sites to be visited.    

Costs: Due to the attractive rates quoted by our hotel we are able to hold the costs per person for LW 2016 to 

£205 in a double or twin room, and £240 in a single room. These charges cover dinner, bed and breakfast for three 
nights plus minibus travel, all talks, guides, admissions and gratuities, but not lunches, snacks, or Settle - Carlisle 
train travel. There will be discounts for those using their own car.  

Travel:  Travel will be by hired minibus, diverting on either the outbound or return journey to allow travel over the 

historic Settle to Carlisle route. As it is likely that only one minibus will be available, those preferring this mode of 
travel are urged to make an early booking.  

How to book:  Please complete the slip below and return it to Malcolm Verity by 25
th
 January 2016, together with a 

non-returnable deposit of £25 per person. The balance must be paid by 31
st
 March 2016. Should you have a query, 

please contact Malcolm at malcolm.verity1@btinternet.com or 01928 724804.  

 

Name(s)…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Address……………………………………………………………………………………………………................................ 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………Tel No……………………………   

Please circle to show room requirements:    ground floor                     single                double                     twin 

Any special requirements?……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Circle no. of people requiring seat in hired minibus:       0                       1                         2        

Total non-refundable deposit at £25 per person (payable by 25
th
 January 2016):   £…….. …… 

Please send your completed slip, together with deposit, to Malcolm Verity, 14 Ardern Lea, Alvanley, Frodsham, 
Cheshire WA6 9EQ. 

 

http://www.pinegrovehotel.co.uk/
mailto:malcolm.verity1@btinternet.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

40th ANNUAL MIHS LONG WEEKEND 

 

Visits Programme: The programme is not yet fixed but visits will be selected from the following:    

Friday 29th April (or possibly Monday 2nd May)  

 Outbound trip probably commencing at Lime Street, 

 The Settle to Carlisle railway. Opened in 1875, the world-famous 72 mile line contains features such 
as the Ribblehead and other viaducts plus the Blea Moor Tunnel. A commentary will be provided by 
eminent rail historian John Ryan. Those not using the train will be able to visit some of the historic 
sites using the minibus.  

 Friday evening: Introductory talk - The Industrial Development of Carlisle (Graham Brooks) 

Saturday 30th April - North Pennines   

 Forest Head limekilns - a large bank of commercial kilns associated with Lord Carlisle’s railway, 

 Lambley Viaduct on the Haltwhistle - Alston branch line, 

 Alston town, visiting the railway station (now for a narrow-gauge preserved line) plus other industrial 
sites with a local guide, 

 Nenthead, the London Lead Company village, with remains of smelt mill plus associated buildings 
and possible guided underground visit.  

 Saturday evening: Talk by CIHS speaker - theme TBA 

Sunday 1st May - North Lakes    

 Caldbeck village, with corn mill waterwheel, etc. still in position, bobbin mill and brewery buildings,  

 Carrock Mine a tungsten mine recently partly restored, 

 Carrock End mine, with an interesting layout for the pump rods, 

 Lead smelters, with one dated as early as 1150, 

 Threlkeld Mining Museum, in an abandoned granite quarry. The museum looks at all the common 
minerals mined in the Lake District and has an impressive collection of excavators in all shapes and 
sizes. 

 Force Crag Mine (owned by the NT and possibly with processing mill open). 

 Sunday evening: Social evening plus always popular quiz 

Monday 2nd May (or possibly Friday 29th April)   

 A guided tour of the city of Carlisle, led by “Mr Carlisle History”, Denis Perriam,  
 The many possible sites include the railway station, Shaddongate Mill (Dixon Mill), Holme Head Mill, 

industrial housing, preserved gas holder, electricity generating building and Hudson Scott (Metal Box 
factory). 

 Return journey to Merseyside. 


